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John Hamel, LCSW, acquired both his B.A. in Psychology (1986) and Masters in Social Welfare 

(1988) from the University of California at Los Angeles, and was licensed as an LCSW (LCS 

15194) in November, 1989.  Since 1991, he has been Director of John Hamel & Associates, with 

offices in Walnut Creek, Berkeley and Greenbrae, California.  Mr. Hamel and his associates provide 

a wide range of clinical, consultation and training services.  His areas of expertise are in the 

assessment and treatment of anger management and family violence, as well as substance abuse and 

co-dependency.  Specialized clinical services include a substance abuse relapse prevention group, 

family violence assessments (including specialized assessments in disputed-child custody cases), 

victim services and advocacy (including victim support groups), and treatment programs for angry 

and violent men, women, couples, parents and teens.  Although many of his clients are voluntary 

participants, many are referred from Family Court or Child Protective Services, or mandated by the 

courts to participate in either a batterer treatment program, or a parenting program.   

 

Mr. Hamel has provided consultation and training for mental health professionals, batterer 

intervention providers, shelter workers and victim advocates, court mediators and evaluators, 

teachers, attorneys and law enforcement; and speaks regularly at domestic violence conferences 

around the country.  He is a pioneer in the development of the gender-inclusive approach to 

domestic violence, a newly-emerging, empirically-based model of research and treatment.  His 

trainings been praised both for their innovative look at theory and policy, as well as their abundance 

of practical, hands-on intervention tools.  Mr. Hamel has also served as an expert court witness on 

the subject of family violence, and has testified before the California Legislature on domestic 

violence public policy. 

 

Mr. Hamel is currently Editor-in-Chief of the peer-reviewed journal, Partner Abuse, published 

quarterly by Springer Publishing.  His first book, Gender-Inclusive Treatment of Intimate Partner 

Abuse:  A Comprehensive Approach, was published by Springer in 2005.  His second book, co-

edited with Tonia Nicholls, PhD, is Family Interventions in Domestic Violence:  A Handbook of 

Gender-Inclusive Theory and Treatment (Springer, 2007), and includes contributions from the most 

respected experts in the field.  His most recent book, Intimate partner and family abuse:  A 

Casebook of gender-inclusive therapy (Springer, 2008), includes chapters by clinicians from the 

United States and several other countries, and is the first domestic violence casebook to include 

extensive case studies of both male and female perpetrators and victims. 

 

Mr. Hamel is a founding member of the Family Violence Treatment and Education Association 

(www.FAVTEA.com), as well as the National Family Violence Legislative Resource Center 

(www.NFVLRC.org).  He is married and lives with his wife, Judi, and their twins, Jacob and Aviva, 

in San Rafael, California.   


